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Economically Important Minerals

Many minerals are mined for their economic importance in the manufacture of jewelry, electronic equipment, building materials, medicines, cosmetics, and pottery.  These minerals are classified into different groups based on their chemical composition.  Some of these groups are listed below in the circles.

Use page 105 & page 873 and research the chemical composition of the minerals in the data table to discover the class they belong (use chemical formulas).   Write mineral’s name inside the correct circle.  Remember-if you see Silicon, it is a silicate-96% of the earth’s crust.  

Helpful website:  http://www.minerals.net/mineral/index.htm 
	Iron
	Olivine
	Corundum
	Graphite
	Topaz

	Malachite
	Sulfur
	Barite
	Fluorite
	Garnet

	Apatite
	Pyrite
	Feldspar
	Halite
	Soda Niter

	Bauxite
	Calcite
	Niter
	Microcline
	Galena

	Borax
	Hematite
	Diamond
	Turquoise
	Gypsum

	Quartz
	Mica
	Gold
	Pitchblende
	Copper

	Platinum
	Opal
	Wolframite
	Dolomite
	Silver


	

	
	
	

	1.  native elements
	2.  sulfides (S)
	3.  oxides (O2)
	4.  hydroxides (OH)

	

	
	
	

	5.  halides (Cl or F)
	6.  carbonates (CO3)
	7.  silicates (Si)
	8.  nitrates (NO3)

	

	
	
	

	9.  borates (B)
	10.  tungstates (W)
	11.sulfates (SO4)
	12.  phosphates (PO4)











