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Relative Sizes of the Planets

Purpose

The purpose of this lab is to have you utilize a computer spreadsheet application to create a
colorful chart that compares the sizes of all of the plancts within the solar system.

Materials

Microsoft Excel computer spreadsheet application

Procedure

Complete the following steps.

6.

9.
10.

Enter the nine planet names shown in Table 9-1 into column A of your spreadsheet.
Enter the “Relative Size Compared to the Earth™ numbers for each planet shown in
Table 9-1 into column B of your spreadsheet.

Enter the “Relative Size™ numbers for each planet shown in Table 91 into column C of
your spreadsheet.

After all the data has been entered. click into cell AT of your spreadsheet and select
Chart from the Insert Menu. You may also click on the chart wizard icon if available on
your tool bar.
Select “Bubble Ch
“Next™ button.
Click the "Next™ button in the “Chart Data Source™ window and fill in the axis labels in
the “Chart Title” box. Remove check marks from the gridlines and legend boxes.

In the “Data Labels™ window. click the “Show Label” button. and click the *Next™ button.
Save your chart “As a New Sheet™ and click “Finish.”

Your chart should now show the relative sizes of the planets.

1 you click once on your chart and click again on a specific planet. you can change its
colors. Your chart is now complete.

rt with 3-D Visual Effect”™ in the “Chart Type™ window. and click the
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[image: image2.png]TABLE 9-1

A B C

1 Planet Relative Size Compared (o Earth Relative Size
2 Mercury 0.38 0.38
3 Venus 0.95 0.95
[ Farth 1 1

5 Mars 0.53 0.53
6 Jupiter

7 Saturn

8 Uranus

9 Neptune 3.81
10 Pluto 0.2

Conclusions

1. Usir

our chart, state the general relationship between the size of a planet in the solar

system and its distance from the sun.

What are the four terrestrial planets. and how do their sizes compare to the gaseous
planets?

Which is the largest planct in the solar system. and how many times larger is it than the
Earth? Show your work

4. Ifyou were to add the relative size of the sun to your chart, how would s size compare
10 all the other planets?
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5. Create another graph which includes the sun.  Use information from page 880 for this 

calculation.







